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.v.- - f .i future 0Jlli-i"- ti of
.;:-- .f v..:i.Ieri!i :ar. wiiieh

..t.otiiei- - iitie;iuite or
.tvtitlitf it :ti-- i thct the
-- .inie i.rv- r- may -- tart aiiain. lut j

,ly that ri'.ture i vhula i- - to reaoh a-:- .y

r- - t- -rfet r !i:i!pine?s
than thi. or i-- - i nh ibitant- - to make

towards har-:ion- yi.:iy rvatt-- r

l.r-tv.-tc- iuan" mental nature
anJ the eon-.iition- of "nis exi-tenoe- .'"

r even wiiy there aiuo be men at ah
there ill-teil- '.! "I -- '.iie ther kind oi
r'.tial v duet- - of Hv.iiution i- - ail ieit
'a t reirt"!i of the unfathomable
xeft t r tti- - j'lophet t whom it ha-- i

f ii i veaIr- I. It certainly i- - harl
hi- - i;-ei- i'!e i nave to be eon-te- nt

with hi nee that a future
'ifeof hapnine-- - and harmony and
perfection i- - in store for -- omebody
el-- e, but only omnipresent ami eter-
nal death for them. That however

the eommon creed of evolutionary
cosmooih-t- s and disbelievers in eter- -

v. a 1 life, in our -- ense.

l'AKT II.
I think we have liad euouh of Mr.

sjeiicer for t lie present, and we can
;etlect for ourselves on the phenome-
non of the intellect of thi- - scientific
and coiiC'.'iied aite accephnir sueh at-

tempt- fo find a substitute loi the be-

lief of all mankind i.until lately),
that nothinir-oa- u have nuuie i t sol t or
;.nythi no: superior t it-e- lf: tliat ma-iiife- st

and admitted contrivances can-

not have come without a contriver of
them for the nurpo-- e which they
erve. and of the means of producing

them: and that it is little short of
lunacy to talk of intelligence bein-- t

generated out of elf-e.istin- jr matter
with no properties by self-exi-st inir
gravity if such a force could be. We
have now seen that nothing is too ab-

surd, and no reasoning too ludicrous,
to be swallowed by those who have
abandoned that once universal creed
among all people capable of thinking
of more than their appetites. I now
propose to add a few words on the in-

ference of creative design backwards,
from thing manifestly being what
they would have been if they were
designed by an inventor and a power
infinitely superior to ourselves.

Some anti-creationis- ts deny that
they are, and say that they could
themselves have made some things
better, though they prudently abstain
from .saying how, beyond repeating
the general proposition that an om-

nipotent Creator ought, in their opin-o- n,

to have made a perfect world,
with no evil in it. That proposition
:.l-- o I have discussed elsewhere, and
of course do not pretend to explain
why we have to wait for perfection
in another world. All that has no-

thing to do with the alternatives ut
hesign or no design in this. For a-ja- in

it is necessary to remind people
hat thev have to choose between two

only possible alternatives, according
' the balance of probabilities. There

tio middle way. between the world
-- nd all that is in it having been ei-

ther de-ign- ed ur not designed: and
therefore we 'Vs" f1'"0 believe, and
cannot but believe, one just so far

-- s we disbelieve the other. A man
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rov or whatever ::e ::.;- - to
-- .v. . aag hi .i -

i :i ry . t a i o a
war.:- - .t.-ir.-

c the business.
. e .i . 1

k, .C 1 t ry o tie r e . ; it i r c-- 1 ore a : : i : g r y
a Ill : i ; in t: v

ef -- : ro:: ettottrh : i. t' V. L tb.e
, 1 l - td- --i r.r; it

vrouM be absurd to t ::k of -- ttoh a v ow-- 1

er o.oin all that without oo-rj- ut ' it.
or making laws of nature in a b.a- -

hazard, blundering sort of wav.
T ' . - ' r ' - .1 1 o ' 'i chat aete

tie of the law- - nature that they
iiave no mistake?, an i never want

a- - a'.l human laws ,i

Vau may -- ay that they
-- vunetinit-s pro luce failure' imper-
fect or defective creature- - belovv their
itTinal tvne. and -- 'me too bad t

live. 15ut that is on'v t:te o'. i aruu- -

ment ana in in other word-- , that Ul

omnipotent O'rator would have made
everything perfect. Hut. granting
that opinion to bo o ' probable,
or worth something in toe balancing
of probabilities, it comes to very lit-

tle when weighed again-- : the innu-
merable tacts which tend to prove de-siLr- n:

for it is only one gue-- - agamsi
the nece-sar- y inference from tho-- e

facts. Moreover, occasional failures
in individuals no more prove ,l0- -

siLtn than occasional failures in any
machine or tubrie pro--- e it to have
been ill-design- though it may
have been ill-mad- e. Where is the
contrivance in all nature which we
could improve, consistently with the
general laws of nature, which laws
no one can be so absurd as to fancy
that he could mend, or guess ;;t the
consequences of any attempt to do so?

Allowingas much gradual improve-
ment as you like by biological Inv-
olution, or the creation of small or
large changes adapted to ciianing
circumstances. each creature has
-- omehow come to be as well contrived
as possible for its own work. And 1

suppose we may -- ay the same of every
organ for tiie time, though they may
have imtuov.d in time, owing to
causes which are the very things thai
want explaining, either by a creative
power or by whatever eNe unbelievers
in one can invent, without merely
calling them "unfathomable myste-

ries": which only means that they
require a Croat r.

1'rofossor CliUbrd perhaps set the
fashion of saying that the human eye
is so far from being the wonderful
and perfect instrument that Paiey
ami others had made out, that it is
full of detects. I never could find
that he had invented a superior eye
himself, which a man who says all
that ought to do. lint I do find this
in Helmholtz's Scientific lectures (p.
'227), part of which probably was CI if-- ;

lord's authority. After a detailed ex- -
'

planation of the ocular contrivances,
he said: "The eye has every possible
defect that can be found in an optical
instrument, and even some that are
peculiar to itself; but they are all so
counteracted that the inexactness of
the images very little exceeds the lim-

its which are et to the delicacy of
sensation by the dimen-ion- s ol
the retina! cones i.e., no more
would be any u-- e. Tin? adaptation
of the eye to its functions is therefore
most c omplete, and is stH.n in the
very limits set to its defects. The re-

sult, which may have been reached
by innumerable generations under
the Darwinian law of inheritance,
coincides with what the wisest wis-

dom may have devised beforehand.
I leave that to for it-e- lf.

I read a paper lately by Profes-o- r

Attlield, trying to account for the
rise of sap in tree- - far above the
known limit- - of either atmospheric
pressure of t!"i feet tor water, or of
capillary attraction. Hi- - explanation
may be right or wrong, we -- till know
nothing of the matter ; but if riglit
it means that be has only now di- -
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;::: w invented by ":he high
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she became a i io w .
1 he h;:- C,

h'Uel lhiicimor had lost a tor::: no

at cards, and the only provision, ho
was able t make for he: was hv
insurir.g his hto tor a tow : !io::i;.:

o : 1 1 1 ; s And yo Ka l' Klau' he
had no sooner east oh her widow's
weeds than she blossomed into a

leader f fashion, and excited the
envv and admiration of her friends
hv her costly toilets. How she did
it nobodv could imagine. for her fa-

ther was a bankrupt peer, and none
of her relatives wore in a position
to assist her. Her gowns alone
must have absorbed the whole of

her mode-- : income, at the most
moderate estimates and these wore
not the uly expensive hems o!

personal adornment which -- he in

dill god in. It is true that she lived,

quietly, am! did not attempt to on

toriain: hut even a little pill-bo-

of a house in Park street cannot be

kept upon nothing, and she eeriain-I- v

went a good deal into society.
My dear, it is Lobo'uf who doe-- it

all. She was my maid ears a

go, oil know, and she lot- - me have
mv drcsse- - at half price. Of course,
il is a verv good advertisement for
her. for as 1 go about a great deal.
I have got her no end of customers.
lut she is a good, grateful soul,
ami strictly ci?rr U'Xts. ! owe her
more money than I can ever hope
to pay. Il is her way. my dear, of
returning my former kindness."

Put this explanation was not
considered satisfactory. Madame
Lebu'iif was a fashionable dress
maker, who. during the last few
vears. had attained sonic celebrity.
Those who had dealings with her
unanimously agreed that she was
the last person in the world to
show consideration t auvhody.
She wa shrewd, and grasping, her
prices were enormous, and she had
loo keen an eye lor business to be

capable of magnanimity in the di-

rection indicated by Lady Ib'anche.
i 1 i' pmfe-siou- a! skill, however,
ensure'! her ntimero'.o and in-

creasing 'lirut'lt. and a- - mo'oey
lending a: u-- u rious i nt r--- t forno d

an important branch of her bu- -i

ness. she was generally suppo-e- d

to be making a fortune. Put even
ns-umi- ng Lady lilamdie had go!
her gowns for nothing, together
with eommi--ioij- s on iier purchase-mad- e

by cu-tom- ers sin- - inirodm-ed- .

she must have been a very good
manager" indeed to keep up the e

-- im did. Ol e. ,;,!,.. j,,M-pl- e

will taik. ami the incom.- - of
on--'- - neigiiboi i's - a fruitful tope-fu- r

idle gossip. it was pre'- - v well
known thai she was nol .i. d---

a! least to tradespeople: an i e u;.
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, w..s to.-- .

; : e
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The real tro.th n liiat h;s lord
h'.N u ;0 as much mv-:;ti- ed tb,c

1 1 ato-- s a :

a sm . ra i r C'.l ii u. to
mttke egrcfal !i;ir:,:';e- - .. v :in;-th- e

oiivnms aaces ol La ' h.o,. oc
He soon : h vi o.
'lit1 iiniMiH" she ilerived troin br
late husb:ind. au-- i satisfied himself
that she had. no o:hcr visibb mean
of subsistence. His expiU'ience
cause. 1 him to disbeliee utterly in
the alleged benevolence of Madame
Lebo'uf. He was. therefore, even
more pr. rr.lod than other peiple to
account for Lad Planclie's appa
rent utthioneo. Wlu-- n he calhd at
her house he noted with a watchful
eve the signs of comfort and luxury
hv which she was surrounded. A

man who is nursing;: heavily mort-

gaged estate bv pracl ising t he most
rigid economy can quickly perceive
and appreciate lavi-- h expenditure.
A s he sat -- i pj ting tea in the widow's

, eo- - drawing room no came io the
conclii-io- n that her prosperity was
real ami substantial, ami resolved
tnat it might be worth while to
cultivate her aq ua in J a i n-e-

. In a

; eordauce with this determination.
! Lord Levioiistone became a cry
j frequent visitor at Park street.

keeping his eyes and ears open.
' but taking good care not to com

mil himself. The widow was evi

dentlv tlattered bv his attentions,
but. on her part, sin' was hardly
less cautious. Not a word or a

hint did she let drop which might
j give him a clue to the secret he
j wished to fathom, and unable him
; t decide whether it would be pin

dent to make her an oJl'er ol mar
ri a go.

' );ie morning he called upon her
unexpectedly with the oiler of a

friend's bo.v at tie- - opera. A - lie

entci'ed he lie-- ; a -- mall, pluiuj
bns,: little person, at wiiom lie

e:i.- -t an inoui-itiv- e glance a- - she
pas-c- d him in the hail. !I'-- r veil
was down, but Lord Leytonstone
caught a g!imp-- e 1 a pair of very
lar k eve-- , which seemed lamihar.

May I a-- k who tin- - lady was I

met in t la- - hall as I eame in en

ejuin-- his lord -- hip. a-'ia- lU of

Lady Piauehe. when he had di-char-

hi- - mis-io- n.

Was she -- mail and d.--.i k 7 I :

must have been Madame L bo-ul- ,

an-- w i ml ! he Itust c-- s.

( ! Madanm l.ebo at. I -- up
i io- - .

; ; e a i a : "i. I ! dcasgi! ! v
i

he look u 1 1 h ' - a: a
Ye-- : The gr. a-

- Ma i. . L- - bo ' 1 :

h'- - a )!)-- -! . . , e i ! m v

i.
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v't e : aad w ava.

Ye- -. er ".'.if. "x'ularl ranidh
a:.c 1 h: c:.v liu a:c; -- a oi h - lor-- :

-- .op .1" A

L. oiv lhh:a he. w ho was quick
tv ' .oe'.ed. -- ccmcd n exe.i at l;cr

;,! e but iv'.oiv -- he o:;:d
-- :a ak. .or: lo tov-ston.- had sg,'

deals sea' od ln-- r hand and w

lift .;.; : gt';: o! t las h p- -

i will not be hehiad the Leboad
it: p.o iug special homage to Lady
Plata he Pah uner. he saal jo -- c

1
. a- - he '

. w e i hitase'd' out ot t he

com
It w a- - o 1.

1 i'U l that Lord Lc
or.- -; o:ie as in an unusuallx au i

humor Hi- - stitV aal pompous
na'Oiuei' iidXtai as he descMalcd
;hc siaii's. a:al x hen In4 reai be!
: he s; reei in la-r.a- t" t xx i i I lo

v i c,i moustache and t hum a frag
in a of a hcl Preueh ''.' :."o ;r.'t
iii a a ndei'tone.

,ad ne mull ured to himself.
breaking oil' ill t he und-- i of t he
refrain, it m:;kes one led quite
.
x ouii" aiaou.' and x et it must ho

iwtntv venis at leant. She

weai s well. rfitt Ernestine.
A f t or auoi her slioi t burst ot nic-iod- x

his hudship again-commenc- ed

utu onscioiislv toshape his thought- - ,

into wottls.
I will call and pay mx respects

to madanic. I ho;;in to siispei t

that Lady Plata he is Vx en a clex er
er woman than I imagined, and. by
gad. if mx suspicious are cot reel.
I will pi'opo-- e before I in a dax
older.

Lord La t oi es t one s rolled ions
kept him hi good spirits lor the
rest of t he dax . ami sot mi aft cr eight
In- - started oil in a hansom loan ad
dre-- s in Pond street, and was scl

down at 1 he door of Madame l.o
bo-u- l s at elicr. 1 1 e w as n-l- ici cd
into a bauds unci x iurninhed apart-
ment on the lir-- l lloor. where

himself by studying xviih

complacence I he rcllect'on ol his
well preserved hu e and hgllic ill

the numerous mirrors mil il the dooi
opened, and a swarthy little lady,
with a moustache and very dark
eves, bustled into a room.

Milor Leytonstone she i.iid.
inquiringly, glancing at the rani
she held in her hand, and M uiub

i ling over each syllable in tin name.
Ki nest iue said his lordship,

with a transparent attempt at sen

timeiit.
Oh. it is vou. .MoiniiMii- - Pai ima'-- '

ham 7 e(!:iimed Madame Lebo-- I
.

qui! e cahnl
Yes We ii-- ed Io tl" t(ti Oil' e

upon a lime, madame. Iut that xva-- 1

when we were both xoiingd". re

marked his lordship pressing In-- '

jduuip hand whi h w a- - o.leiide 1

to him.
Wov am not ni Lady Blanche

1 u himei's today'.' inquired Ma

dame L ho ul. 'aiiein'.: at lorn

eill ioll-- l v.
V.- -,. I pa--r- d von ni ! !i'il

a- - I eni ered -- aid his lord dnp : I

k in- oii a ga in at once. i hat

ban ymi ' a i ay o! me
t vi ogin on unlor

lull I h:o foi-go- ten I hat X o.i w-- ' c

,,,, I.uc i i .fin'- c en w hen I knoxv

v, nu. i , t urio d Madame LelxctlL
i i .od, I
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